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CAN HORNS 
BUILD ON WIN? 


Optimism reigns after Texas Bowl 
victory. ‘Everything’s changed now.’ 
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Tim Cook (right), CEO of Apple, takes a customer service call in August with the help of senior specialist 
Andrew Mills while visiting Apple’s North Austin campus. ERICH SCHLEGEL / FOR AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


Apple adding local jobs 
ahead of perk schedule 


Tech giant collects cash 
as new-hire numbers, 
salaries exceed targets. 


By Bob Sechler 
bsechler@statesman.com 


Apple Inc.’s pace of hiring tied 
to its new Northwest Austin cam- 
pus slowed last year, but local job 
creation by the technology giant 
remains well ahead of schedule 
overall, and it recently collected 
its first incentive payments from 
the city and Travis County — total- 
ing a combined $3 million. 

The 38-acre campus at West 
Parmer Lane and Delcour Drive — 
home to Apple’s Americas Opera- 
tions Center, which runs many of 
its corporate functions through- 
out the Northern Hemisphere — 
employed 2,182 people at the end 
of 2016 who were hired to full- 
time positions since early 2012, 
when city, county and state lead- 
ers pledged a total of about $35 
million in taxpayer-funded incen- 
tives to lure the project here. 


Its number of new employees 
climbed by 93 last year, accord- 
ing to independent accounting 
reports filed with the city, com- 
pared with 609 new jobs added 
in 2015 and an average annual 
pace of about 460 since the proj- 
ect’s inception. 

Apple’s long-term incentives 
agreement with the city, which 
remains in its early stages, only 
calls for the company to have 
added 300 new jobs at the Par- 
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Apple’s 
Americas 
Operations 
Center has 
added about 
2,200 workers 
since 2012, on 
its way toa 
goal of 3,635 
new hires by 
2025. JAY JANNER 
/ AMERICAN- 
STATESMAN 2016 
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HOME OF AUSTIN TECH 
News about the local tech scene 
can be found at 5 12tech.com, 
the American-Statesman’s site 
dedicated to tech coverage. 


See the site 

www.5 1 2tech.com 
Follow on Twitter 
twitter.com/5 1 2tech 
Like on Facebook 
facebook.com/51 2tech 


ALABAMA SENATE ELECTION 


Democrat Jones declared 
official winner over Moore 


By Kim Chandler 
Associated Press 


MONTGOMERY, ALA. — Demo- 
crat Doug Jones’ historic victory 
over Republican Roy Moore was 
declared official Thursday as Ala- 
bama election officials certified 
him the winner of the special Sen- 
ate election earlier this month, 
despite claims of voter irregular- 
ities from his opponent. 

Jones defeated Moore on Dec. 12 
by about 22,000 votes in a stun- 
ning victory in a deeply red state. 
It was the first Democratic Sen- 
ate victory in a quarter-century 


Alabama election officials 
certified Democrat Doug Jones 
(left) as the winner of the Senate 
seat over Republican Roy Moore. 


in Alabama. Moore was dogged 
by accusations of sexual miscon- 
duct involving teenage girls that 
occurred decades ago. 

The state’s former chief jus- 


tice refused to concede and even 
filed a last-ditch lawsuit hours 
before the certification, but a 
judge rejected his claims. Alabama 
election officials also found no 
evidence of voting irregularities. 

A spokesman for Jones earlier 
called Moore’s lawsuit a “desper- 
ate attempt ... to subvert the will 
of the people.” 

“The election is over. It’s time 
to move on,” Sam Coleman wrote 
in an email. 

Jones will be sworn in Jan. 3, 
narrowing the GOP’s advantage 
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BEST OF 2017 


CENTRAL TEXAS WEATHER 


New Year’s 
Eve in 30s 
expected 


Wind chill may fall to 20 
or teens near midnight; 
freezing rain is possible. 


By Roberto Villalpando 
and Katie Hall 
rvillaloando@statesman.com 
khall@statesman.com 


Nobody is saying snow, but the 
New Year’s Eve forecast includes 
a chance of freezing rain — a dim 
echo of what the National Weather 
Service had anticipated Dec. 7 
before Central Texas got a rare 
dose of white stuff. 

Even if the flake news turns 
out to be fake news, you should 
bundle up in your warmest win- 
ter apparel if you’re leaving the 
house Sunday night to ring in 
the new year. 

“Tt’ll be very cold and windy,” 
said Cory Van Pelt, a meteorol- 
ogist with the National Weather 
Service, which is calling for at 
least a 20 percent chance of rain 
on Sunday and frigid northerly 
breezes of 10 to 15 mph. 

Temperatures at the stroke 


STAY ON TOP OF WEATHER NEWS 
Get the Statesman Weather app. Available for Android phones 
and tablets on Google Play and for iPhones and iPads on 


iTunes. 


TEXAS DEMOGRAPHICS 


WINTER DRIVING TIPS 
E Take your time; increase 
your following distance. 

E Avoid using hand-held 
devices like cellphones. 

E Plan your route ahead of 
time. 

E Know how your car will 
handle wet, icy or snowy 
roads. 

E Stock your vehicle with 
such emergency items as 
jumper cables. 

SOURCE: CITY OF AUSTIN 


of midnight on New Year’s Eve 
in Austin could be as low as 33 
degrees. 

“We’re talking about a wind 
chill of around 20 degrees near 
midnight, even down to the 
teens,” Van Pelt said. 

Of course, it wouldn’t be Aus- 
tin weather if we didn’t see con- 
ditions this week swing from mis- 
erably gray skies with tempera- 
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Growth in Texas from natural increase is most significant among 
Latinos, while growth from international immigration is largely from 
Latin American and Asian countries. JAY JANNER / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


State adds 400,000 — 
population tops 28M 


Births, migration make 
Texas tops in growth by 
number of people. 


By Johnathan Silver 
jsiver@statesman.com 


Almost 400,000 more peo- 
ple this year are calling Texas 
home, bringing the state’s total 
population to more than 28 mil- 
lion, according to the U.S. Cen- 
sus Bureau. 

Texas, which continues to be 


the second most-populous state 
behind California, was first in 
terms of the increase in sheer 
number of people. In terms of 
percentage growth, Texas grew 
by 1.4 percent, making it the sev- 
enth fastest-growing state in the 
country. Idaho is the fastest-grow- 
ing state at 2.2 percent. 

Texas has come a long way, 
having been home to just more 
than 25 million people in 2010. 

State demographer Lloyd Pot- 
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TODAYS SUBSCRIBER BONUS 


A BONUS SECTION FOR OUR SUBSCRIBERS 


MORALITY, ETHICS 
OF SELF-DRIVING CARS 


Bæ 


ONLY IN THE EPAPER 
Clickonto Tech Extra 
in today’s ePaper 


Statesman subscribers can 
find four additional pages 
of technology coverage at 
statesman.com/epaper. 


NATION & WORLD, A6 
Suicide bombers hit 
Kabul, killatleast 40 


The attack ona pro-lranian 
cultural center was claimed by 
Islamic State, its latest terror act 
in campaign against Shiites. 


NATION & WORLD, A7 
Administration relaxes 
ruleon migratory birds 


Interior Department opinion says 
it will no longer prosecute oil and 
gas, wind and solar companies 
that accidentally kill birds. 
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